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This sonth's interview 13 with the Sulankes,
Bob & Joyce, and owners of George's Bike Shop in
Boine, Idsho., They were around Lawrence in the
late £0's, teaching Latin (Joyce) and working on
a PhD (Bod in math) as well as organizing rides
for the wmnasned group of blke ridere,

Vhat they left us was the Octoginta, which
vil)l be run agaln this year on Octoder &6th. What
is interesting 4o know is how the Octoginta got
started and how George's Bilke Shop came adout,
Coorge is Ceorge Lathas, owner of Cran Sport in
Lavrence, Xansas,

HANEL Bod & Joyce Sulanke

ADDRESS ¥arn Springs, Boise, Idaho 83700
COCUPATION: bike shop owners

(interview by Gene Wee)

C¥1 The last time I talked to you wms in 1970
when Dob was finishing up his PAD work, I f

set the Sulankes hanging around Ceorge's
9th sireet and took my first long tour with
on the original Octoginta in 1965, How d4d

wvould hang around Ceorge's bike shop
a8 therapy to of fset the burden of our studies,
The Octoginta wvas Jjust a well publicized ride of
the many rides the wnnaned clud had, The clud

years. The Octoginta was so naned becaused it
was an eighty (octoginta is 80 in latin) mile
ride instead of a “Centizy™ in Cctober, Some
motivation for the Octoginta came from a Century
that Arnold Shields svonsored a month or mo ear-
C¥1 How did you pick the particular route?
3%'s1 In our own perscmal rides we had ridden
aost of the rcada of Jefferson County, paved &
wnpaved, and the routs for the Octogiota was
tased on this experience (Lty the way, Gene Veo
rode a U0-8 and wore a Blue track sult on the
first Octoginta). Basically we tried to get o §
cycling group going, speclalizing in day tours, |
¥e never really got 2 good turn out, The only
peopla wae could zet in the clud weare graduste |
students and junior high students, High school §
and college students were dusy doing more is-
portant things, wve guess., The idea of racing
never came Up decause we never had a signifi-
cant number of interested riders, and we were
isclated from the Xansas City racers dy Geor-
glan attitudes.
CV: Did you ever race here (in Lawrence)?
8'ar No never, dut we do race in Doise in
the appropriate classes,
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Each season we have been uwable to obtain all
the tasic decent [0-apeeds we could supply. The
cost of operating an automodile should continue
fueling the demand for bicycles; and as people
sore avare of efficient cycles there will
be & greater demand for quality equipment,

G¥s Vhat's the potential for cycling eveats
in Bolse?

S's: Since in the Boise area there are so

may be 1little potential for the developaent of
a large touring club with an extensive schedule.
¥e are sponsoring four tours a year, each bet-
ween 50 and 100 siles, and adout five races,
Ths races have generated scee interest with &0
or 50 riders. This area is toc lsolated to en-
Joy the racing activity of sore populous areas
as the Boise Cycling Clud is located over 30
niles from another club.

C¥y Nave made any trips outside the Boise
region?

S's: Ve nade a trip to England last summer
and visited many of the laportant shops and
bullders. The shops and bullders are such leas
exotic than the picture that has been generated
by Aserican B,.5.'ing. ¥e also attended the
British Natiomal Track Champloaships - a show -
particularly Hugh Porter who lapped all the
other pros in thelr 20 ks race.

G¥1 Jool Martin (Oz BC, Vichita) tells us that
one day Bod was wearing s Phi)l Vood cycling cap,
somecne walked in and salds "Hi, Phil, where's
CeorgeT™ 1 guesa your answer to that is wvhat I'a
really looking for? Why GCeorge's Bike Shop?

3's1 Ceorge is certainly the one responsidle
for ouxr interest in cycling., WVhen we started our
shop we wantad it to be Ceorgian, o0 it was ob-
vious that it had to be “George's Bike Shep”.
Xany pecple come into the shop and ask, "are you
Ceorge?™ ox “where's Cearge?, otc, Sometines we
say, "Ceorge 18 owr gury* or"Ceorge is in Kansas"
or sometines some male vho s in the knovw just
inpersonates hia. ¥e don't have room for a re-
frigerator 1in our ghop. However our alr cosdi-
tioning duct is btecosing well stocked,..

t The Mt. Oread Bicycle Clud is sponsored
Student Union Activities, 5SUA is the sole
spoasor, The above article is not an endorse-
meat of any particular dike shop in Kansas.
Vhile individual meabers have biises as to
p they Trequeat, the official stand
NtORC is neutrality. Velo Yignette in
o lawd those individuals w0 have
contriduted much to cycling in genezsl and
particularly in Kansas and i3 meant in no
way orse a dbusiness., Ve aluvays wel-
uggestione Tor more people L0 inter-
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G¥31 ¥hon did the idex of George's Bike Shop
come up? Any plugs for Bolse Lo get us to come
out?

S'as When wo moved to 3olse, there weren‘'t
any decent bicycle shops s0 we started cur own.
It had been our intention to spend »ost of owr
free tine hiking and mountalneering ia the Vest.
¥e have done quite a bit in the wilds, particu-
larly enjoying a sclid seascn of c¢ross country
akiing each winter, There 1s always good ski-
ing within 8B to 50 miles froa Boise, It doesn'
t snow much in Boise, and the winters average
about 10 dogrees warser than in Lawrence. Snow
in the mountains and rain in the towm,

wvhen we
Ceorge's after every ride and invariably there
vas a2 Lovenbrau or Cola passed

sloxly left, Do you remember

we went to Clinton and back in 5 degree wex-
ther one February moraing and the time the clubd
tock a susmer moonlight ride to the ghost town
of Richland,

CW1 Descride your experiences in setting up

§'s: The bike shop was started two months
before the bike bocm was obvious., It wmas a

hobby intended Lo serve serious cyclists and
Gecrge. Ve would

Ve have ostablished a good supply of Campagnolo
and other exotica. Ve are Idaho's sxclusive
dealer for several of the nev California pro-
ducts and several English dullders.

B.S.A. Safety, constructed largely with tricycle parts,
1854



